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September 2, 2015  

 

Dear Parents,  

 

In our Parent/Student Handbook 2015-16 on page 9 it says, “The State of Ohio has 

switched from number of days in a school year to number of hours. We have built extra 

hours into our school year. When those hours are expired, you will be notified of make-

up days.” The public school may send out an alert about a make-up day. Please ignore the 

alerts about make-up days. We will send out our own notices about make-up days. (When 

you receive an alert, it says at the top which school it is from.)  

 

We would like to try to clarify this a little further for you.  

 

Many of the public school districts in our area calculate days rather than hours because of 

their teacher contracts and it seems to be causing some confusion for our parents.  

 

Catholic Schools do not have negotiated teacher contracts.  Because we do not have a 

negotiated contract that binds us to the former way of calculating school days, we are 

required to report in hours.  
 

The state formerly required schools to have a minimum of 5.5 hours per day and 182 

days on the calendar (5.5 x 182 = 1001 hours). Two of those days were for Conferences 

and two were for Professional Development. The state also allowed for up to 5 calamity 

days. This year the state moved to “instructional hours” rather than “instructional days”. 

The instructional hours required for a school year for students in grades K-6 is 910 hours 

and for students in grades 7-8 is 1001 hours, including 11 hours for conferences and 11 

hours for professional development. 

We (St. Anthony of Padua Catholic School) have to submit a calendar for our school year 

that shows the days we are in attendance and the total hours our students attend each 

quarter and then the total instructional hours for the school year to be in compliance with 

our accreditation. 

Since we are a K-8 elementary school, we have to have 1001 hours in our calendar. We 

have a longer school day than many schools. Recess and lunch cannot be included in the 

count for hours. Our school day is over 6 hours long, not counting lunch or recess, 

totaling 1139.8 school year hours. We then subtract the state’s requirement of 1001 from 

our total hours (1139.8 – 1001 = 138.8). The difference is called “excess hours”. We have 

138.8 excess hours. School day hours missed during closure as well as hours from 

delayed starts come out of these excess hours. Any missed hours over the excess MUST 

be made up. 



Our students’ education is extremely important to us. As we continue in our quest of 

providing an excellent education, we will be evaluating the number of hours we have 

missed and determine how best to proceed. You will be notified by paper copy, email, 

and/or Ohio Alerts. If you have any questions or concerns please contact me.  

 

 

Grace and Blessings, 

 

 

 

Scott Hummel 

 

Principal 


